Caffeine-induced reduction of the survival of gamma-irradiated HeLa cells and the reversal of the caffeine effect by Escherichia coli RecA protein.
It is confirmed that survival of gamma-irradiated HeLa cells is decreased by post-treatment with caffeine. The caffeine effect is believed to be the result of an inhibition of the repair of gamma-ray-induced DNA damage. In this work we show that the caffeine-induced reduction of the survival of gamma-irradiated HeLa cells is reversed when Escherichia coli RecA protein is introduced into the cells with the aid of liposomes.